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" . . . t h e  w o r l d  i s  e n o r m o u s  a n d  f u l l  o f  
u n i m a g i n a b l e  p a i n ,  b u t  I  d o  n o t  
f e e l  h o p e l e s s .  I  a m  e m p o w e r e d  
w i t h  s t r e n g t h ,  c o m p a s s i o n ,  
a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  m a k e  
t h i s  w o r l d  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e  
f o r  a l l  o f  u s . "
-Fran, Volunteer Crisis 
Counselor 

www.sfsuicide.org



A  N E W  P A G E  F O R  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  S U I C I D E  P R E V E N T I O N  

Lina Sheth,  MPH,  CPCC 

Peter  Rojo -  Pres ident

Our 56th year of providing on-demand crisis intervention to the community was one �lled with heartfelt goodbyes and 
immense opportunities for growth.

With the retirement of SFSP’s Executive Director, Eve R. Meyer, and the step down of our Board President, Helen Rosen, the 
opportunity arises for new leadership for the agency. Recognizing the emotions that can be felt by such a dramatic 
change, we stand together to ensure that SFSP’s crisis line remains the stable core of the agency’s work, sustaining 
the mission that Bernard Mayes established. As we mark this signi�cant transition in our history, over the next year 
we stand committed to ensuring that our programs and services continue to recognize and address the gaps in 
suicide and mental health and o�er quality, low-barrier, on-demand care to those in crisis. 

Sadly, we only see the increased need in our communities --something we long suspected through the 
crisis calls we receive. In June of 2018 the Center for Disease Control & Prevention reported that in a 
majority of states suicide rates continue to rise making suicide the 10th leading cause of death in 
2016. While the California average (14.8%) falls below the national average (25.4%) the report along 
with two high pro�le suicides of Anthony Bourdain and Kate Spade, are reminders that there is 
much work to be done in continuing the conversation to destigmatize suicide and mental 
health, so we may work to empower the community in taking proactive steps to help one 
another through moments of crisis.

This past year SFSP’s 200 volunteer crisis counselors answered over 55,000 calls across 
our crisis line, drug line and HIV/AIDS Nightline. Of these calls 605 were marked as, 
‘high risk,’ with emergency services called 10 times showing the e�ectiveness of 
SFSP’s peer based model of crisis support and de-escalation. 

We saw incredible growth in our Youth Risk Reduction program. To meet the 
demand for our trainings we on-boarded our  �rst cohort of youth 
volunteers who helped to deliver our trainings to more schools and 
community centers across San Francisco. SFSP held 215 trainings at 40 
locations, empowering 6,000 of our communities youth to recog-
nize the warning signs of suicide and depression and how to help 
those in crisis. SFSP also launched training programs at various 
youth community centers ensuring that all of our 
community’s youth had access to critical mental health 
resources. 

The 2017-18 annual report speaks directly to the 
work that happens here at SFSP, but most impor-
tantly it speaks to the impact and pivotal role 
that each of our individual donors and 
contributors, community and corporate 
partners and volunteers play in ensuring 
that SFSP continues to be a leading 
organization in the �eld of crisis 
intervention. 

Best regards,

Lina Sheth, MPH, CPCC 
Interim Executive 
Director 

Peter Rojo 
President, 
Board of 
Directors 



T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  
S U I C I D E  P R E V E N T I O N  I S  …
t o  p r o v i d e  e m o t i o n a l  s u p p o r t ,  
e d u c a t i o n ,  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a l l  p e r s o n s  i n  c r i s i s  a n d  
t h o s e  i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e m ,  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  
o f  r e d u c i n g  s u i c i d e s  a n d  s e l f -
d e s t r u c t i v e  b e h a v i o r s .

I m g .  C r e d i t  C e c i l i a  V i l l a l o b o s  
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G E T  I N V O L V E D
V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

S a n  F r a n c i s c o  S u i c i d e  P r e v e n t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  
e x i s t  w i t h o u t  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  
c o m m u n i t y  v o l u n t e e r s  e v e r y  y e a r .   M o s t  o f  o u r  
v o l u n t e e r s  a s s i s t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o n  o u r  h o t l i n e  
a n d  i n t e r n e t  c h a t  s e r v i c e s .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  a l s o  
h a v e  c o m m u n i t y  o u t r e a c h ,  f u n d r a i s i n g  a n d  
e v e n t  v o u l u n t e e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e .  

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  o u r  S F S P ’ s  v o l u n t e e r  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  v i s i t :

http://w w w.sfsuicide.org/volunteers-and-interns/

M A K I N G  A  
D O N A T I O N

S a n  F r a n c i s c o  S u i c i d e  P r e v e n t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  r e l y  
o n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  d o n o r s  t o  p r o v i d e  o n - d e m a n d  
c a r e  t o  t h o s e  i n  c r i s i s .  W e  d e p e n d  u p o n  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  &  f a m i l y  f o u n d a t i o n s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  w e  
r e m a i n  a  t h r i v i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

O n l i n e  a t  :  w w w.sfsuicide.org/onlinedonation 

B y  m a i l  -  s e n d  c h e c k  p a y a b l e  t o :

S an Francisco Suicide Prevention 
P.O.  B ox 191350 
S an Francisco,  C A 94119

“ Y o u  h a v e  h e l p e d  m e ,  s a v e d  m e ,  f o r  m a n y  d e c a d e s  n o w  a n d  y o u ' r e  a  
m a j o r  p a r t  o f  w h y  I ' m  a l i v e  t o d a y . ”  C a l l e r ,  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 7
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San  Francisco  Suicide  Prevent ion  wou ld   l ik e   to   thank   the   fo l low ing  donors   fo r   the i r  
investment   in  SFSP  and   the   communit y  we   serve.  

  
$10,000+:    PHOENIX  

  
Anonymous  Donation  
BCCI  Construction  
The  Negley  Flinn  Char itable   Foundation  
The  N ick  Tra ina  Foundation  
The  San  Francisco  Foundation  
Michael  Scrbiner  
Walter  Robert  Ems  2005  Revocable  
Inter-Vivos  Trust  

Wells  Fargo  Foundation  
WSG  Inc.  
Will iam  and  Sylvia  Za le  Philanthropic    

Fund  of  the  Dallas  Jewish  Community  

  

 

  
$5,000   - $9,999   :   STORM

 

Academy  of  Friends  
Mary  B ianco  
Camberview  Partners  LLC  
The  G i lead  Foundation  
Kaiser  Permanente  
D iana  Knigge  
LaRoche  Family  Char itable  Fund  
LightHopeLife  
The  MOCA  Foundation  
Psychiatric  Foundation  o f  Nor thern  Cali fo rnia  
Condoleezza  Rice  
Nick  Simpson  &  Jeanie  Caluag  
Sutter  Health  CPMC  
Thelma  Doelger  Charitable  Trust  
Truebeck  Construction  
Maureen  Watson  
Chris  Yaros    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

San  Francisco  Suicide  Prevention  is  
gratefu l  to  those  who  provided  in-kind  
donations  for  our  Travel  Raffle,  Laughs  
for  Life  and  many  other  special  events.  
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$1,000  -  $4,999  :  ROGUE  
  
Abraham  Ayad  Memor ia l  Fund  
Rachel  Ahmed  
Sasha  A ick in  &  Jason  Tester  
Deb  Bar isotti  
Jan  Baughman  
M ichael  B ien  &  Jane  Kahn  
The  B irkhofer  Family  

Char itable  Fund  
B r ick ley  Family  

Char itable  Fund  
Jillene  Bushnell  
Paula  Carano  
Construction  Financia l  

Management  Association  
Dodge  &  Cox  
Caro l  Du f f ie ld  
The  EACH  Foundation  
Feldman  Family  Fund  
Mor t  &  Amy  Friedk in   The  
Morr ison  &  Foerster  

Foundation  
Jennifer  and  Abe  Friedman  
Family  Philanthropic  Fund  

Grass  Roots  Gay  Rights  
Foundation  

Mark  Gedymin  &  Jennifer  
Pagnini-Gedymin  

Karen  &  Joshua  Goodman  
Google,   Inc.  
John  &  Lisa  Grotts  
James  C.  Hormel  Revocable  

L iv ing  Trust  
House  o f  SenAyA  
Marc  Huestis  &  Outsider  

Productions  
Imper ia l  Counci l  o f  

San  Francisco,   Inc.  
Susan  Janin  
T im  Jester  
Monique  Kaufman  
Doug  Kohls  George  
Lucas  

Family  Foundation  
Matson  Navigation  Company  
  
McCar thy  Moving  &  Storage    
  

Mission  Bowling  C lub    
Neyhart,  Anderson,  Flynn  

&  Grosboll  
Sloan  Norman  
Leigh  Page  
Promo  Dog,   Inc.  
C l int  &  Janet  Reilly  
K im  Robbins  
Peter  &  Ar lene  Rojo  
Daniel  &  Gary  Ross  
Patrick  Scalise  &  The  Chad  

Newhouse  Foundation  
Deputy  Chief  Denise  Schmitt  

&  Sandra  Tong  
Stephanie  Sotomayor    
Jane  Steel  &  Thomas    
          Buckmaster    
Parry  Stender  
Ken  &  Ga i l  Thompson  
Erin  van  L iemt  Melanie  
Wilson  
All ie  Zisfein  
Murray  Zucker  
  

$500  -  $999    JUBILEE  
  
Jimmy  &  Patricia  Ancheta  
Kavoos  Bassiri  
George  Bei lke  
Daniel  B ittker  
Oren  &  Mary  Jo  Bramson  
Helynna  Brooke  
Ca ine  Family  Foundation  
Joyce  Champion  
Caro l  Chuang  
Edward  Cohen  
Ruth  Cohn  
Community  Thr i f t  Store  
Counci l  o f  G rand  Dukes  

&  Duchesses  
Jadon  Dai ley  
Petra  DeJesus  
Dawn  Dobras  
Lisa  Ellis  
Bonnie  &  Jim  Farmer  
Susan  Feeney  
Joseph  Feitelberg  
Meghan  Freebeck  

  

Patricia  Fripp  
Al  G i lber t  
Phillip  G ravitt  &  Caro l  Crawford  
Linda  G reenberg  
Jeanifer  G ru llon  
Joseph  Guydish  
Jeff  Hegel  
Jeffrey  Helfer  
Maya  Herber t  
Peter   Illes  
Justine  Juson  &  Travis  Pacoe  
Karen  K lein  
John  &  Rose  Leonard  
Robert  L iu  
Nata lie  Macias  
Kazan  McCla in  Partners'  
Foundation  

Samantha  McCurry  
Kevin  Mcgirr  
Eve  Meyer  &  Jim  Edlin  
Tom  Meyer  
Brynda  Olson  
Alber t  Peruzzo  
Victor ia  Pollock-Grasso  
RAMS  
Daemon  Reiydelle  
Daniel  Ripley  
Ronald  C.  Wornick  Jewish  

Day  School  
Helen  Rosen  
Nico le  Sattler  
Sarah  Shaver  
Br ian  Stack  
Ursula  Steck  
Ceci l ia  Streit  
David  Thomas  
Emma  White  
D iane  Wilsey  
G reg  World  
Adeline  Wu-Ratner  
  
$100  -  $499    DOMINO  
  
Anela  Addams  
AIDS  Walk  San  Francisco  Foundation  
Emogene  Alexander  
Lisa  Alifer is  
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Anela Addams 
AIDS Walk San Francisco Foundation
Emogene Alexander 
Lisa Aliferis 

Andrea Allen
Pam Alvarado
Donna Ames Heldfond 
Jimmy Ancheta Jr & 
      Jimmy Tilley 
Nancy Andrieu
Steve Ansell
Vanessa Armitage
Simona Asinovski
Arthur Atkinson
Alex Avellone
Karl Baculik
Rahmat Balogun
Bank of America 
     Charitable Foundation
Jasper Barker
Sherry Barto
Wilma Bass
Alvin Baum, Jr.
Bayz Family Trust
Byron & Jutta Beckes 
Lyle J.  Beckman
Ellen Belton
Ruth Bernstein & 
      Matthew Patchell
Loren Bialik
Jerry Bianchini
Douglas Bitz
Heather Black
Mel Blaustein
Helen Bogner
Jeremy Bornstein
Valerie Boyer
Branagh Development
Eric Bremen 
Sheila Brown & Farley 
     J.  Neuman
Alexandra Buck
Richard Buonauito
Julianna Burke & John 
     M. Brusseau
Robert Cabrera
Ron Cabrera
Brian & Donna M. Cahlill
Gerald K. Cahill  & Kathleen 
      S.  King Fund

Daniel Calef
Stephen Carr
Amanda Carson
Mark Cate
Linda Catura
Joseph Cecere
Nancy Chang
Nicole Chuhak
Miguel Chumacero
Rachael Clausen
Samantha Clemens
Janice Cohen
Paul Colfer
Rebecca Cook & 
     Eduardo Sosa
David Cooperberg
Rudy Corpuz
Hugh Coughlin
Diane & Connell Craig
Carol Crawford & 
     Phill ip Gravitt
Isha Dandavate
Tim & Clara Daniels 
Samir Datta
Debbie De Domenico
Suzanne Deblasio-
     Adato & Moshe Adato
Arnaud Deshais
Karen Devaney
Stephen Devaney
Richard Devereaux
Stuart Dick
Kathleen Dobbin
Keith Dobbin
Robert Dobbin
Katharina Durand
Marc Duste & Helen 
     Margaret Archer-Duste
Robert Ebert
Geo�rey Evans & 
     Dr. Bernard Katz
John Paul Findlay 
     & Doug Ward
Nicholas Fraboni
Tessie Francisco
Jeremie Garza

George Washington 
     High School 
Shawn Giammattei
Mark Gibson
Jay & Jean Glassman
Bob Glavin
Bob Goldfarb
Karl Gold�eld
Grasplan
Mark Haag & Marilyn S. Haag
Jennifer Hanley
Bolton Harris & Paul Breen
James Harris
Kellie Hayes
Joyce Hemenez
Ariel Herrmann
Jon Herzenberg
Mark Himelstein
Bill  Hirsh
Phylicia Hisel
Agatha Ho�
Carolyn Hoke - Van Orden & 
     Frant Van Orden 
Teresa Holway
James Hornung
David & Laurie Hughes
Sara Hutchinson
Jim I ll ig & Lawrence Dotz 
Eric Jacobson
Amandeep Jawa
Megan Jenks
Jennifer Johnston
David Jolley
Peter Jones
Wendi Karam
Attila Kasza
Ken Kirsch
Marlene Kniveton Rosenberg
John & Jane Knox
Carolyn Koewler-Diamond
Ann Kordahl
Alexander Korzec
Monica Kurihara
Alexandra Kutik
Joseph Lang
Katie LaRoche

Neil & Maryann Laughlin
Erica Lawrence
Matthew Le Merle
Alson Lee
Mark Leno
Dorte Lindhardt 
     & Fred Pollack
Sheila Lindsay
Nihonmachi Little Friends
Claudia Looney
Vincent Lu
The Louis R. Lurie 
     Foundation
Erin Lynch
Andrea Mahon
William Marrow
Larry Marty
Olympia Martyn 
     & Donald Rubin
Richard Mason
Mary Matza
Erin McAnallen
Henry McKenzie
Vicki McPhaul
Karen McSween
Kathleen Medina
Paul Mertel
Nancy Meyer
MKKA, Inc. 
Lennart Moller
Susan Morch
Alexandra Morgan
Rania Morrill
Ricardo Munoz & Patsy 
     Marine Munoz
Annette Neill
Peter & Nancy Newell
Patty Newhouse
Toni Newman
Joe Nezwek
Kathryn O'Rourke
Susan O'Sullivan
Grace Oakes
Erik Ortman
Ed Pais
Nancy Pemberton
Margaret Petkiewicz

Jimmyhee Quach
Grant Quintero
Tracy Rade�
Mernaz Rakhshani
Sandra Ramos
Ruth Ramsey
Peter Rapier
Anne Reinert
Harriet Reisman Rohmer
Brenna Rigney 
Desiree Rivera
Stephanie Rivetz
Karen Robbins
Ron Roche
Michael Rosen
Bob Rosenberg 
     & Claudette Bergman
Daniel Roth & Louise 
     China Brotsky
Laura Jo Ru�n
Priyanka Saigal
Steve & Risa Salat-Kolm
Salesforce Foundation
San Francisco Police 
     Department
Susan Saunders
Candace Sauve
Jeanne Schmitt
Pamela Schneider
Robert Schneider
Kathleen & Gerald 
     Schwartz
Robin Seltzer & 
     Bill  Wertberger
SF Eagle
Lina Sheth
Raegan Shigeyoshi
Michele Sibley
Marlo Simmons-Briggs
Stephen Singer
Robert & Wendy Singley
Julie Snyder
Chehie Songstad
Seldy Speers
Liz Stein�eld
Diana Stephens
Sarah Sternau

Joseph N. & Marianne Stineman
Peg Strub
Sabrina Svendsen
Jerome Szymczak & David Channell
Feleste Tabili
Janet Tanaka
The Social Changery 
     -  SanaMente
Jessie & Daniel Tong
Judith Tornese
Transport Workers Union
Cathy Trinidad
Reiko True
Bryan Trybus
Becky Turner
Kristi Vail
Adrina Van Grunven
John Vidaurri
Cecilia Villalobos
Jonathan Volk
Andy Wang
Adam Weiss
Thomas Welling
Wells Fargo Community 
     Support Campaign
Anja Wenrick
David Werdegar
Richard Whalen
Vanessa White
Carter Widlund
Jennifer Wilde
Tim Wolfred
Larry Wolfson
Wonderful Giving
Rosemary Wylie
Ankur Yadav
Chris York
Marc Zussman & 
     Rebecca Turner
Alphina & Spryidon Zapantis
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